Book reviews
Atlas of Lymph Node Pathology Jeanne Arno (Current Histopathology Series, vol I) pp 96 £16.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 Lymph Node Biopsy A H T Robb-Smith & C R Taylor pp 308 £36 London: Harvey Miller 1981 Lymph node pathology, the bread and butter work of a general surgical pathology laboratory, needs good monographs on the practical aspects of diagnosis. The works reviewed here satisfy this . demand.
Jeanne Arno's atlas is part of a series aimed at the needs of the general histopathologist and trainee, which concentrates on the practical clinical aspects of histopathology 'taking account of the new techniques which should be within the compass of the worker in a unit with reasonable facilities'.
After a brief but entirely adequate introduction to the subject dealing with the techniques of lymph node examination, staining artifacts, structure and function of lymph nodes, there follows a series of clear chapters on the important disorders of lymph nodes, the majority dealing with the lymphomas and their differential diagnosis, all written with a humility becoming to a professional histopathologist. No major unresolved problem or contentious concept is avoided. There is a refreshing absence of obsession with terminology. The text, far more than can be expected from the title, can be read in a few hours as a continuous narrative. Four plates are black and white line drawings, the remaining 206 being in colour. These have been chosen with great personal care and illustrate the text as clearly as colour illustrations permit.
. The normal vehicle for instruction in surgical pathology is a collection of good black and white illustrations, not because they are less costly to produce than colour, but because of the higher quality of the definition in the former. The higher the magnification the less effective is colour illustration. Morphology and colour in histopathology are of course bound together, but the professional pathologist needs to see coloured illustrations only when the tinctorial aspect is of the essence, as in the case of newly described staining techniques.
Harvey Miller, the publisher of the book by Robb-Smith and Taylor, has produced a handsome publication. It is a sumptuous work with similar aims to Jeanne Arno's atlas. In addition there are two substantial appendices, on the classifications and nomenclatures of the lymphomas, and on staining, histochemistry surface markers and immunohistochemistry.
Ea.rly in the book is the statement which is repeated at the end that the photomicrographs have been drawn from the ordinary material submitted to a diagnostic histopathologist, rather than selecting perfectly stained ultra-thin sections. In the opinion of the reviewer only the best is good enough for the illustration of an expensive book, particularly as its aim is didactic, and the understanding of histopathology, a visual, photogenic art and science, is linked with technical quality. Had the authors pursued this ideal, most of the faults of the illustrations would have been avoided. For example, had there been some consistency in the staining, the blockmaker would not have been confronted with the as yet insoluble problems of balance posed by half a dozen different quality transparencies on one page. The first figure in the book, a low power view of normal lymph node with microtome score marks across it, does little to encourage the expectation of high quality sections later in the book. Figures V14a, V16a , Vl7a and V32b look the same and are illustrations of complete replacement of nodal architecture by neoplastic cells. At low power all such nodes look alike. One plate, with a suitable rubric, would have sufficed.
There is an excellent opening chapter describing the structure and functional morphology of the normal node, which corresponds to Chapters 3 and 4 of Jeanne Arno's atlas. The whole work has a scholarly approach though its practical purpose is never neglected.
In the succeeding chapters, both books deal with the same topics, the work by Robb-Smith and Taylor being more detailed and with a more extensive bibliography. Both stress as far as possible the practical ways in which lymphomatous disease may be distinguished from all other diseases of lymph nodes. As might be expected, the book by Robb-Smith and Taylor is particularly detailed on lymphoma classification. Both books will prove of assistance to the diagnostic histopathologist and the book by Robb-Smith and Taylor will be invaluable to those working on lymphomas, especially research workers. The appendix on classification and nomenclature in this book is unique in the literature of the subject.
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